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| 7 Late Conveffation which I fell into, gave 


mie an Opportunity of obferving a great 
deal of Beauty in a very handfome Wo- 
man, and as much Wit in an ingenious Man, 
turned into Deformity in the one,and Ab{urdity inthe 
other, by the meer Force of Affeétation. The Fair 
Doe had fomething in her Perfon upon which her 


Thoughts were fixed, that, fhe attempted to fhew. 
- to Advantage in every Look, Word, and Gefture. 


The Gentleman was as diligent, to do Juftice to his 
fine Parts, as the Lady to her beauteous Form: 
You might fee his Imagination on the Stretch to find 
but fomething uncommon,and what they call bright, 
to entertain her ; while fhe writhed herfelf into as 
many different Poftures to engage him. When the 
taugh’d, her Lips were to fever at a greater Di- 
ftance than ordinary to fhew her Teeth: Her Fan 
Was to point to fomewhat at a Diftance, that in the 
‘Reach fhe may difcover the Roundnefs of her Arm ; 
then fhe is utterly miftaken in what fhe faw, falls 
back, {miles at her own Folly, and is fo wholly 
difcompos’d, that her Tucker is to be adjufted, her 


-Bofom expos’d, and the whole Woman put into 


new Airs and Graces, While fhe was doing all 
this, the Gallant had Time to think of fomething 


very pleafant to fay next to her, or make fome un-. 
-kind Obfervation on fome other Lady to feedher 


Vanity. ‘Thefe unhappy Effeéts of Affectation, 
naturally led me to took into that ftrange State of 
Mind which fo generally difcolours the Behaviour 
of moft People we meet with. ah Bert pe 


., The learned Dr. Burvtet, in hisTheory of theEarth, 
fakes Occafion to obferve, That evcry Thought is at- 
tended with Confcioufnefs arid Reprefeatativenefs 5 
the Mind has nothing prefented to 1t, but what is im- 


tuediately followed by a Reffeftion or Confcience,. 


which tells you whether, that which was fo, prefent- 
ed is gracetul or unbecoming. ‘This A& of the 
‘Mind difcovers it felf in-the Gefture, by a proper 
‘Behaviour in thofe whofe Confcioufnefs goes no fur- 
therthan to direét them in the ju Progrefs of their 


prefent Thought or Aétion ; but'betrays an Inter- - 


tuption in every fecond Thought, when the Con- 
{ioufnefs is employ’d in too fondly approving a 
tan’s own Conceptions: whickfort of ‘Confciouf- 

tes is what we call AffeZtation. . 


. As the Love of Praife is implanted in our Bo- 
oms as a ftrong Incentive to worthy A€tions, it is 
a very difficult "Task to get above a Defire of it for 
things that fhould be wholly indifferent. Women, 
whofe Hearts are fixed upon the Pleafure they have - 
in the Confcioufnefs that they are the Objeés of 
Love and Admiration, are ever changing the Air of 
their Courtenances, and altering theAttitude of their 
Bodies, to {trike the Hearts of their Beholders with 
new Senfe of their Beauty. The dreffing Part of 
our Sex, whofe Minds are the fame with the fillyer 
Part of the other, are exattly in the like uneafy 
Condition to be regarded for a well-tied Cravat, 
an Hat cocked with an unufual Brifknefs, a-very. 
well-chofen Coat, or other Inftances of Merit, which 
they are impatient to fee unobferved. 


_, Butthis apparent Affe€tation, arifing from an ill 
sovern’d Confcioufnefs, is not fo much tobe won- 

aed at in -fuch loofe and trivial Minds as thefe = 
But when you fee it reign in Characters of Worth 

and Diftingtion, it is what you cannot but lament, 

not without fome Indignation. It creeps-into the 

Heart of the wife Man, as wellas that of the Cox- 

comb. When you fee a Man of Senfe look. about 

for Applaufe, and difcover an itching Inclination to 

be commended ; lay Traps for a little Incenfe, even 

from thofe whofe Opinion he values in nothing but 

his own Favour; Who is fafe againft this Wéak- 

nefs? or who knows whether he is guilty of-it or 

not? The beft Way to get clear of fach a light 

Fondnefs for Applaufe, is, to take all poffible Care 

to throw off a Love of it upon Occafions that: 
are in themfelves laudable ; but, 4s it:appeats; we 

hope for no Praife from them. OF this ewe ate 

alk Graces in Mens Perfons, Drefs, and bodily De- 

portment ; which will naturally be winning and at- ° 
tractive if,we think not of them, but lofe their: 
— in propcrtion to our Endeavour to make’them 

uch. 


When. our Confcioufnefs turns upon the main 
Defign of Life, and our Thoughts are employ’d up- 
on the chief Purpofe either in Bufinefs or Plezfure, 
we fhall never betray an /iffe€tation, for we cannct 
be guilty of it: But when we give the a 
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Praife an upbridled Liberty, our Pleafure in little 
PerfeStions, robs us of what is due to us for great 
Virtues and worthy Qualities. How many excellent 
Speeches and honett Actions are loft, for want of be- 
ing indifferent where we ought? Men are opprefs’d 
with regatd to their Way of {peaking and acing ; 
inftead of having their Thought bent upon what 
they fhou’d do or fay, and by that Means bury a Ca- 
pacity for great things, by their fear of failing inin- 
different things. ‘This, perhaps, cannot be call’d 
Affe@ation; but it hasfome Tincture of it, at leaft 
-fo far, as that their Fear of erring in a thing of no 
Confequence , argues they woud be too much 
pleas’d in performing it. 


It is only from a thorough Diftegard to himfelf 
in fuch Particulars, that a Man can att with a lauda-- 
ble Sufficiency: His Heart is fix’d upon one Point 
in view ; and he commits no Errours, becaufe he 
thinks nothing an Errour but what deviates from 
that Intention. 


The wild Havock AffeStation makes in that Part- 
of the World which fhou'd be mott polite, is vifi- 
ble wherever we turn our Eyes : It pufhes Men not 
only into Impertinencies in Converlation, but alto 
in their premeditated Speeches. At the Bar it tor- 
ments the Bench, whofe Bufinefs it is to cut-off all 
Superfluities in what is fpoken before it by the Prac- 
titioner ;_as well as feveral little Picces of Injuftice 
which arife from the Law it felf. I have feen it 
make a Man run from the Purpofe before a Judge, 
who was, when at the Bar himfelf, fo clofe and lo- 
gical a Pleader, that with all the Pomp of Elo- 
quence in his Power, he never {poke a2 Word too 
much. 


It might be born even here, but it often -afcends 
the Pulpit it felf ; and the Declaimer, in that fa 
cred Place, is frequently fo impertinently witty, 
fpeaks of the laft Day it felf with fo many quaint 

hrafes, that there is no Man who uncerftands Rail- 
lery, but muft refolve to fin nomore: Nay, you may 
behold him fometimes in Prayer for a proper De- 
livery of the great Truths he is to utter, humble 
himfelf with fo very well turn’d Phrafe, and menti- 
on his own Unworthinefs in a Way fo very becom- 
‘ing, that the Air of the B wey! Gentleman is pre- 
ferv’d, under the Lowlinefsof the Preacher. 


Ifhall end this with a fhort Letter I writ the o- 
ther Day to a very witty Man, over-run with the 
Fault I am {peaking of. 


Dear Str, 
¢ I Spent fome Time with you the other Day, 
_ £ and mutt take the Liberty of a Friend to 
© tell you of the unfufferable Affeétation you are 
€ guilty of in all you fay and do. When I gave you 
« an Hint of it, you ask’d me whether a~Man is 
« to be cold to what his Friends think of him? 
« Nos but Praife is notto be the Entertainment 
« of every Moment: He that hopes for it muft be 
« able to fufpend the Poffeffion of it till proper 
« Periods of Life, or Death it felf. If you would 
« not rather be commended than be wee 
« contemn little Merits; and allow no Man to be fo 
« free with you, as to praife you to your Face. 
« Your Vanity by this Means will want its Food. 


. Lemmon and Orange Trees in Northern 
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© At the fame time your Paffion for Ettcem will be 
© more fully gratify’d ; Men will praife you in their 
‘ Actions: Where you now receive one Cuznpli- 
‘ ment, you will then receive twenty Civilities. ‘il 
‘ then you will never have of either, further than 


Sir, 
Tour bumble Servant, 
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